
 
 
Estimates of IDU populations in developing and transitional countries, 1998/2005 
 
 
 

IDU estimates IDU prevalence (%) 

Country/Territory National/Subnational 

Pop 15–

64 (in 

1000s) L H M L H M 

Type 

of 

data† 

Eastern Europe & Central Asia 

N  2216 7040 10,560 8800 0.32 0.48 0.40 D Armenia 

Yerevan 730 80 2300 1190 0.01 0.32 0.16 B 

N 4915 15,468 23,202 19,335 0.31 0.47 0.39 D Azerbaijan 

Baku 1137 1300 5000 3150 0.11 0.44 0.28 D–C 

N 7026 40,748 50,935 45,842 0.58 0.72 0.65 D 

Minsk 541 12,483 15,667 14,075 2.31 2.89 2.60 C 

Belarus 

IDU: <5000‡ 493     5850     1.19 NA 

Bosnia & H N 2727     11,458     0.42 D 



IDU estimates IDU prevalence (%) 

Country/Territory National/Subnational 
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1000s) L H M L H M 
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of 

data† 

 Tuzla 178     1200     0.68 C 

N 5296     39,414*     0.74 D 

Sofia 773 10,000 20,000 15,000 1.29 2.59 1.94 C–D 

Plovdiv 231     5000     2.17 C 

Bulgaria 

IDU: <5000‡ 216     2475     1.15 NA 

N 2865 18,615 23,269 20,942 0.65 0.81 0.73 D 

Zagreb 358 2500 5000 3750 0.70 1.40 1.05 D–D 

Croatia 

IDU: <5000‡ 336     7350     2.19 NA 

N 7157 17,700* 26,164 21,932 0.25 0.37 0.31 D–

C–D 

Prague 831     26,000     3.13 D 

Czech Rep 

IDU: <5000‡ 367     14,220     3.88 NA 
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of 

data† 

N 970 9754 30,000 19,877 1.01 3.09 2.05 2D 

Tallinn 283 5000 10,000 7500 1.77 3.53 2.65 A–D 

Estonia 

Ida-Virumaa NK 8000 12,000 10,000       D 

N 3386 9936 14,904 12,420 0.29 0.44 0.37 D 

Tbilisi 1012     12,000     1.19 C 

Georgia 

Batumi 94     1934     2.05 C 

N 6943     25,007     0.36 D Hungary 

IDU: <5000‡ 377     2120     0.56 NA 

N 10,960 97,338 250,000 173,669 0.89 2.28 1.58 2D–

C 

Astana 205     7000     3.41 C 

Kazakhstan 

Almaty 737     12,000     1.63 C  
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Pop 15–
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1000s) L H M L H M 

Type 

of 

data† 

Shymkent 235     12,000     5.11 C 

IDU: <5000‡ 419     8087     1.93 NA 

 

IDU: 5000–10,000§ 1006   38,425   3.82 NA 

N 2731 18,796 70,000* 44,398 0.69 2.56 1.63 2D 

Bishkek 439 2400 3995 3198 0.55 0.91 0.73 C–D 

Kyrgyzstan 

IDU: <5000‡ 169     862     0.51 NA 

Latvia N 1627 9450 28,000* 18,725 0.58 1.72 1.15 5D 

N 2437 5000 12,000 8500 0.21 0.49 0.35 3D 

Vilnius 389     6200     1.59 D 

Lithuania 

IDU: <5000‡ 272     4564     1.68 NA 

N 2967 34,364 51,545 42,955 1.16 1.74 1.45 D Moldova 

Chisinau 441 2000 2862 2431 0.45 0.65 0.55 D–C 
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Balti 107 7000 8000 7500 6.53 7.47 7.00 C  

IDU: <5000‡ 151     939     0.62 NA 

N 26,555 77,211 115,816 96,514 0.29 0.44 0.36 D 

Warsaw 1110 31,000 70,000 50,500     4.55 C 

Poland 

IDU: <5000‡ 2352     4975     0.21 NA 

N 15,305 89,751 112,189 100,970 0.59 0.73 0.66 D Romania 

IDU: <5000‡ 478     1000     0.21 NA 

N 101,124 1,500,000 3,000,000* 2,250,000 1.48 2.97 2.22 4D  

Astrakhan 334     17,850     5.34 C 

Barnadul 651     41,951     6.45 D 

Irtkustk 485     50,000     10.31 C 

Russian F 

Khabarovsk 419     23,000     5.49 C 
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Kaliningrad 346     25,000     7.22 C 

Kemerovo 360     12,000     3.33 C 

Krasnoyarsk 606     15,000     2.47 C 

Naberezhnyje 

Chelny 

357 25,000 30,000 27,500 7.01 8.41 7.71 C 

Nizhny-Novgorod  NK     61,458     NK C 

Omsk 817     30,000     3.67 A 

Penza 374     35,000     9.36 C 

St Petersburg 3255 50,000 70,000 60,000 1.54 2.15 1.84 2D 

Sverdlovsk Region NK     14,000       D 

Togliatti 519 22,226 30,000 26,113 4.28 5.78 5.03 A–D 

 

Uland-Ude 271     11,000     4.06 C 
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Volgograd 687 54,000 100,000 77,000 7.86 14.55 11.20 C 

Voronez 693     35,000     5.05 C 

Yaroslavl 425 22,000 25,000 23,500 5.17 5.88 5.53 D–C 

IDU: <5000‡  3533     49,084     1.39 NA 

 

IDU: 5000–10,000§ 3700   85,514   2.31 NA 

N 3735 10,797 16,196 13,497 0.29 0.43 0.36 D 

Bratislava 310 11,000 16,000 13,500 3.55 5.16 4.36 D 

Slovakia 

IDU: <5000‡ 333     3380     1.02 NA 

N 3449 43,316 61,880 52,598 1.26 1.79 1.53 D 

Dushanbe 323     20,000     6.18 C 

Tajikistan 

IDU: <5000‡ 69     2140     3.11 NA 

Turkmenistan N 2599 8918 13,377 11,148 0.34 0.51 0.43 D 
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Ashgabad 58     3000     5.22 B  

IDU: <5000‡ 150     1050     0.70 NA 

N 33,527 200,000 600,000* 400,000 0.60 1.79 1.19 4D 

Donetsk 716     20,000     2.79 C 

Ivano-Frankivsk 160 2500 20,000 11,250 1.56 12.52 7.04 D 

Odessa 684 15,120 40,000 27,560 2.21 5.85 4.03 C–

2D 

Pavlograd 89     10,500     11.84 C 

IDU: <5000‡ 3886     33,130     0.85 NA 

Ukraine 

IDU: 5000–10,000§ 3045   51,275   1.68 NA 

N 24,756 52,000 121,590 86,795 0.21 0.49 0.35 2D Uzbekistan 

Tashkent 1340 6000 7000 6500 0.45 0.52 0.49 D 
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 IDU: <5000‡ 212     3624     1.71 NA 

Western Europe (transitional countries only) 

N 2198 9000  30,000  19,500  0.41  1.36 0.89 D  Albania 

Tirana 379     10,000     2.64 D  

N  1362 4068 6102 5085 0.30 0.45 0.37 D  

Skopje 406 6000 8000 7000 1.48 1.97 1.72 D  

Macedonia 

IDU: <5000‡ 95     675     0.71 NA 

Serbia & M Belgrade 1072     30,000*     2.80 D 

N 1339 5000 10,000* 7500 0.37 0.75 0.56 D Slovenia 

Ljubljana 243     1500     0.62 2D 

South & South East Asia 

Afghanistan N 14,202.9 22,720 45,440 34,080 0.16 0.32 0.24 D 
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data† 

N 77,938.7 20,000* 170,000 95,000 0.03 0.22 0.12 4D 

Dhaka 5924.5 4000 7650 5825 0.07 0.13 0.10 3D 

North Bangladesh (6 

cities)** 

NK 7500 12,500 10,000    C 

Bangladesh 

IDU: <5000‡ 2583   3000   0.12 NA 

Brunei 

Darussalam 

N 222 2525 3786 3155 1.14 1.71 1.42 D 

Cambodia N 6790 250 1000 625 0.004 0.01 0.01 D 

N 619,671 200,000* 2,025,000 1,112,500 0.03 0.33 0.18 3D 

New Delhi 8518 25,000 45,000 35,000 0.29 0.53 0.41 3D 

Chennai (Madras) 2606 10,000 15,000 12,500 0.38 0.58 0.48 2D 

India 

Imphal (Manipur) 137 9000 12,880 10,940 6.56 9.41 7.99 4D 
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Kolkata 2831 10,000 15,000 12,500 0.35 0.53 0.44 D 

Manipur state 1476 15,000 20,000 17,500 1.02 1.35 1.19 D 

 

Mumbai 11,557     38,000 0.00 0.00 0.33 D 

N 139,622 123,849* 1,000,000 561,925 0.09 0.72 0.40 A–

3D 

Jakarta  5839 27,500 130,000 78,750 0.47 2.23  1.35  3D 

Jawa Barat 22,257 17,582  26,684 22,133 0.08 0.12 0.10 D 

Sumatra Utara 7257 14,260 23,222 18,741 0.20 0.32 0.26 D  

IDU: <5000‡ 34,519   32,284   0.09 NA 

Indonesia 

IDU: 5000–10,000§ 49,230   76,254   0.15 NA 

Iran N 40,357 70,000* 300,000 185,000 0.17 0.74 0.46 C–

5D 
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 Kermanshah 1223     20,000     1.64 D  

Laos N 2948 5433 10,866 8150 0.18 0.37 0.28 D  

Malaysia N 13,298 150,000 240,000 195,000 1.13 1.80 1.47 3D 

Myanmar N 27,346 90,000 300,000 195,000 0.33 1.10 0.71 3D 

N 13,803 19,500* 58,000 38,750 0.14 0.42 0.28 6D 

Kathmandu 605     7000     1.16 D 

Kathmandu Valley NK 15,000 20,000 17,500     NK 2D 

Kathmandu and 

Lalipur district 

NK   7,000   NK D 

Nepal 

IDU: <5000‡ NK   16,850   ***NK NA 

Pakistan N 77,733 54,000 870,000 462,000 0.07 1.12 0.50 6D 

Philippines N 47,116 10,000 24,000 17,000 0.02 0.05 0.04 2D 
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Singapore N 3111 10,000 20,000 15,000 0.32 0.64 0.48 D 

Sri Lanka N 12,891 18,000 37,654 27,827 0.14 0.29 0.22 2D 

N 42,938 20,160 160,000* 90,080 0.05 0.37 0.21 4D Thailand 

Bangkok 3982     36,000     0.90 D 

Timor-Leste N 476 90 120 105 0.02 0.03 0.02 D 

Viet Nam N 48,862 70,000 156,000 113,000 0.14 0.32 0.23 4D 

East Asia & Pacific 

N 855,615 356,400 3,500,000 1,928,200 0.04 0.41 0.23 4D China 

Yunnan 29,061     15,247     0.05 D 

Hong Kong NA 4,8223 20,000* 40,000 30,000 0.41 0.83 0.62 D 

Macao NA 30,198 473 946 710 0.16 0.31 0.23 2D 

Fiji N 526 112 150 131 0.02 0.03 0.02 D 
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Korea (Rep of) N 33,897 1000 5000 3000 0.003 0.01 0.01 D 

Mongolia N 1625 10 115 63 0.001 0.01 0.004 2D 

Papua N. Guinea N 2836 5000 10,000 7500 0.18 0.35 0.26 D 

Taiwan N 15,550     60,000     0.39 D 

Latin America 

N 23,494 6200 75,000 40,600 0.03 0.32 0.17 3D–

C 

Argentina 

Buenos Aires 1735 3000 3500 3250 0.17 0.20 0.19 D 

Bolivia N  4600 100 300 200 0.002 0.01 0.004 D 

N 115,661 600,000 1,000,000 800,000 0.52 0.86 0.69 D  Brazil 

Rio de Janeiro 9482 5000 10,000 7500 0.05 0.11 0.08 D  

Chile N 9877   29,046     0.29 C 
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Colombia N 25,061 2000 8000 5000 0.01 0.03 0.02 D  

Costa Rica N  23,279   1000   0.004 D 

Ecuador N 7675 7639 10,901 9270 0.10 0.14 0.12 D  

El Salvador N 34,861 3656 5217 4437 0.10 0.15 0.13 D  

Guatemala N 6825 6067 8658 7363 0.09 0.13 0.11 D  

Honduras N  33,421 3572 5097 4335 0.11 0.15 0.13 D 

Mexico N 62,092 10,000 96,323 53,162 0.02 0.16 0.09 D–C 

Nicaragua N 2765 2822 4026 3424 0.10 0.15 0.12 D 

Panama N 1771 1722 2457 2090 0.10 0.14 0.12 D 

Paraguay N 3139 3152 4498 3825 0.10 0.14 0.12 D 

Peru N 16,345     500     0.003 D 

Uruguay N 2088 1806 2577 2192 0.09 0.12 0.10 D 
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Venezuela N 14,762 1000 2000 1500 0.01 0.01 0.01 D 

Caribbean 

Bermuda & 

Cayman Islands 

N 71 2000 8000 5000 2.82 11.27 7.04 D 

Cuba N 7679 6803 9707 8255 0.09 0.13 0.11 D 

Dominican Rep N 5056 100 120 110 0.002 0.002 0.002 D 

OECS$  NK 326 465 395 NK NK NK D 

Puerto Rico S Juan Metropolitan 

area 

2535 12,000 15,000 13,500 0.47 0.59 0.53 D 

North Africa & Middle East 

Algeria N 18,964 26,333 55,590 40,961 0.14 0.29 0.22 D 

Bahrain N 426 337 1011 674 0.08 0.24 0.16 D 
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Cyprus N 499 400 1200 800 0.08 0.24 0.16 D 

Egypt N 42,880 56,970 120,265 88,618 0.13 0.28 0.21 D 

Iraq N 12,396 23,115 46,230 34,673 0.19 0.37 0.28 D 

Jordan N 2943 3200 6500 4850 0.11 0.22 0.16 D 

Kuwait N 1348 2700 5500 4100 0.20 0.41 0.30 D 

Lebanon N 2341 2200 4400 3300 0.09 0.19 0.14 D 

Libya N 3080 4633 9779 7206 0.15 0.32 0.23 D 

Morocco N 18,185   18,500   0.10 D 

OPT N 535 1200 2500 1850 0.22 0.47 0.35 D 

Oman N 1432 2800 5700 4250 0.20 0.40 0.30 D 

Qatar N 532 780 1600 1190 0.15 0.30 0.22 D 

Saudi Arabia N 12,063 15,172 32,028 23,600 0.13 0.27 0.20 D 
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Sudan N 18,591 24,319 51,337 37,828 0.13 0.28 0.20 D 

Syria N 9169 4000 8000 6000 0.04 0.09 0.07 D 

Tunisia N 6170 8462 17,864 13,163 0.14 0.29 0.21 D 

Turkey N 42,638 66,591 133,182 99,887 0.16 0.31 0.23 D 

UAE N 1613 3200 6400 4800 0.20 0.40 0.30 D 

Yemen N 8641 12,710 26,830 19,770 0.15 0.31 0.23 D 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

Cote d’Ivoire Abidjan main prison NK   4^   NK NA 

Ghana N 10,795   1000   0.01 D 

Guinea N 4528   10^   0.0002 D 

Kenya Malindi NK   300   NK NA 

Mauritius N 804   1000   0.12 D 
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Niger N 5076   1000   0.02 D 

Nigeria N 66,012   5000   0.01 D 

Somalia N 3831   1000   0.03 D 

South Africa N 26,902   86^   0.0003 NA 

Zambia N 49,280   5^   0.0001 NA 

N, National; L, Low; H, High; M, Mid; NK, not known; NA, not applicable; ^registered cases. 
 
†The number before the score indicates the number of estimates available for that site scored with such a rate. For example, Indonesia: A–3D: 
The 123,849 IDUs estimated for Indonesia was scored as “A” (indirect method) and three others estimates (the highest been 1,000,000) were 
scored as “D” (no technical information). 
 
$Organization of Eastern Bermuda & Caribbean States. *New estimate different from previously reported (ref 7). 
 
**There is another estimate of North Bangladesh suggesting 12,000 to 15,000 IDUs (no specification of the area covered. Not included in 
analysis). 
 
***IDU prevalence not calculated because lack of data on general population. Only known for Biratnagar (93,261 inhabitants 14–64; 4500 
IDUs; IDU prev: 4.83%) and Pokhara (11,756 inhabitants 14–64; 1200 IDUs; IDU prev: 1.07%). 
 



‡IDU: <5000 in Mogilev, Pinsk, Soligorsk, Svetlogorsk and Vitebsk (Belarus). Bourgas and Pleven (Bulgaria). Pula, Rijeka, Split and Zadar 
(Croatia). Bilina, Decin, Hradec Kralove, Kromeriz, Litmerice, Litvinov, Most, Osek and Parbudice (Czech Republic). Miskolc, Pecs and 
Szeged (Hungary). Aktobe, Kyzyl-Orda Kokshetau and Kostanai (Kazakhstan). Osh and Tokmok (Kyrgyzstan). Alytus, Druskininkai, Klapeida, 
Mazeikiai and Visaginas (Lithuania). Falesti, Orthei, Rezina and Soroca (Moldova). Czestochowa, Gdansk, Jeleina, Kamienna-Gora, Krakow, 
Poznan, Szczecin and Wroclaw (Poland). Constanta and Timisoara (Romania). Belgorod, Chapaevsk, Ekaterinburg, Elista, Engels, Kislovodosk, 
Kostamuksha, Kursk, Kyahta, Mirny, Mytyshi, Orenburg, Petrozavodsk, Pskov, Rezh, Sortavala Tever, Verhniaya Salda and Yuzhno-Sakhlinsk 
(Russian Federation). Banska-Bystrica, Kosice, Nitra, Puchov and Sered (Slovakia). Khorogh, Khudzhand and Khurgan-Tube (Tajikistan). 
Balkanabat and Dashouguz (Turkmenistan). Bilyaivka, Biliayevka, Cherkassy, Chernigov, Chernovograd, Gorlovka, Khmelnitsky, 
Konstantinovska, Lviv, Makeyevka, Melitopol, Nicolaev, Novovolynsk, Poltava, Sevastopol, Slaviansk, Sumi, Uzhgorod, Vinitsa, Zhytomyr 
and Znamenka (Ukraine) and Bukhara, Fergana and Termez (Uzbekistan). Bitola and Strumica (Macedonia). Chapainawabgonj and Rajshahi 
(Bangladesh). Aceh, Bali, Bangka Belitung, Bengkulu, Gorontalo, Jambi, Kalimantan Barat, Kalimantan Tenggah, Kalimantan Selatan, 
Kalimantan Timur, Lampung, Maluku, Maluku Utara, Nusa Tengara Barat, Nusa Tengara Timur, Papua, Sulawesi Tengara, Sulawesi Tenggah, 
Sumatra Barat, Sumatra Selatan and Sulawesi Utara (Indonesia). Biratnagar, Birgunj site, Damak site, Dharan site, Hetauda site, Karkarbhitta 
site, Nepalgunj site, Pokhara and Pokhara site (Nepal).  
 
§IDU: 5000–10,000 in Karaganda, Pavlodar, Petropavlovsk, Termitau and Ust-Kamenogorsk (Kazakhstan), Arkhangelsk, Balakovo, Kazan, 
Lipetsk, Novorossiysk, Rostov na Donu, Saransk, Stavropol, Tmosk, Vladivostok and Vologda (Russian Federation), Chernovtsy, Kharkiv, 
Kherson, Kremenchug, Kryvoy Rog, Lugansk and Zaporozhje (Ukraine). Banten, Botabek, Jawa Tenggah, Jawa Timur, Riau, South Sulawesi 
province, Sulawesi Selatan and Yogyakarta (Indonesia).  
 
Note: The general population of Kysyl-Orda-Kazakhstan, Sortavala-Russia, Bilyaivka (Ukraine), Bukhara (Uzbekistan) and Aceh, Bangka 
Belitung, Banten, Botabek and South Sulawesi province and Yogykarta (Indonesia) was unknown. IDU prevalence does not include the 
population of these sites. 
 


